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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

MOSCOW CORSUMERS SIEP UP TRATE TN MARCH -- Moskovekiy Bol'shevik, No 77, 2 Apr k9

Consumer demand for food armd industrial products in Mogcov chowed & marked
incresse in March after the govermment decree lowered prices. The Administration
of "Promtorg" (Industrial Trade), dcpertuent stores, and "Gorkooptorg" {(City
Cooperative Trale) completed their month plans in March ahead of schedule.

Preliminary figures indicate that 16.3 percent more meat products were
gold in March than in Februery 19.6 percent more fish, 9.5 percent more aninmal
fats, and 11.7 percent more confectionary products. large quantities of wooler,
linen, and other fabrics, ready-made clothes; leather ehoes, and hoslery, were
alsc sold to Moscow consumers. Prices on the ¥olkhoz markets bave alco decreased
consiGerably and trading is heavy. The network of trade enterprises is being
expanded, partioularly in spacialized stores. Among the nev ptores which have
opersd receatly or will be cpencd soon are & new "Gagtronum® (epecial foods)
atdre, perfume store, fabric store, retail stores at the .Moscow Margarine Plent
and the Deiry Combine imeni Gor'kly, and a jewelry etore.

Consumers’. goods enterprises in the city are expanding the assortment of
producugs. The Moscow Stos Factory hes started producing 60 new types of :
Jeather and fabric shoes, and the "Trekhgornaya manufeaktura” imeni Dzerzhinskiy
45 roducing new colured fahrics. . '

JOLDAVIAN COOFFRATIVE STORES TNCHEASE -- Soveteksys Moldaviya, Fo 65, 2 Apr 9

A total of 307 new consumers' cooperative stores will de opened 1n 1549 in
rayons apd villeges of the Moldavian SSR, Rural stores.of the Ncldavian Consumera’
Union have been opered in the viliages Qf Sofiye and Kubolts Bel'tekiy Layon.

The stores have & wide selection of cot¥l cloth, ehres, mewn goods, radio
recoivers, bicycles, sewing machines, apd photography apparstus. Peaeants and
Xr1bhor workers in Sofiya bought more thaw 40,000 rullos' worth of goods in the
first day. .

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/18 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600230185-2



~ -

SERRET : 1 50X1-HUM §

Consumers' coopsrative stores will te opened in villeges of Kishkarenskiy,
Toleneah*akiy, Atakekly, . Dubossarsk 'y, and other rayons. The network of rayon
stores & being expanded, including new stores in Drokiye, Nisporeny, Chadyr-
Lunga ol Kerpineny.

" LATVIAN CONSUMERS' UNTONS EXPAND -- Sovetskeya latviya, No 77, 2 Apr 49

connmora cooperatives in the Latvien SSR made conpiderable progress in

' 19)48 1* developing comod.ity oxchange between cities ard rural areas and 3n

»a'pan 3 and improving iosde in cities, workers' settlements, and rural areas.
Yae. mumber of shatzholders increased by more than 9,000 persons in 1948,
Consumers' coopers.ives now heve more than 180,000 members. Thers ars 1,400
otores, atalls, stands, and 324 public eating onterprises in cities and vi’.l lages.

The Valmiyera Consumers’ Union ie cited as one of the best in the republic,

. b}scanse 1t constantly fulfille the treds turriover plen anmd is successful in
77 buying egricultural groducts from Pessants and supplying its trads system with
'8 wide sssortment of goods: "The Kegum Consumere’ Society has exparded 1is

procuremswt of agrioultural’products, has organized production of household

v goup and meat And aaueage products; and produces many consumers' goods by its
own meons.

'rhore a.ro mw consumere ‘socimtiss, however, which are not meeting consumer

demandn.  Uyezd consumers’ vmions are not meki-- gsufficient effort to

halt waste and swindling in the organization. -The trade turnover plas in the
Rezekne Uyezd Coneumers' Union was completed only 68 percent; at the same
time more than 100,000 rubles were stolen from funds.

. RAPID CONSURER-GOORS TURNOVER URGED -- Sovetskaya Sibir', Fo 56, 22 Mar 49

Turnover of goods in Novosibirsk retail markets is extremely slow and
oonld be speeded by 5 to 10 days. Textile goods, for example, take 68 days to
come from Ivanovo to Novosibirsk by railroed under the most favorable conditions.
The' goods take mory than 3 montbs to come if they sre shipped. by water to
Nolotov amd then by railtdb Novosibirsk. The goods are actnally in transport
.only 25 days, with the res. of the time taken up by distritution from one
location to the other ard 23 days allowed for sales to the zonsumer after the
gonds have arrived at the stors. 3aimments of goods could be epesded by
better organization all along the line.

Other consumor ltems take even longer to reach the consumer. Sewn goods
in retail trade have a 120-day turnover; leather akoea, 80 days; perfume and
habexdashery, 135 days; camed goods, 150-200 days; tobacco products, 130
daye. BRetail organizations could accelerate iturnover by taking inventory
of stocks and reducing prices on old products, scme of which have been in
atores since 1945 or 1946. Thers ars slso many products lying in warehouses
which are not bdrought imtc retail trade. Trading nrganizations m st make
ovexry offort to maintain complets aaacrtment cf gools in the stores amd to
meet consumer demands so that stock will have a fagter turnover.
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